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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee, 

Chorley  Borough  Council. 


My  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1951. 

The  vital  statistics  although  manifesting  no  great  changes,  do  indicate  unfortunately, 
the  pre-war  tendency  to  birth  restriction.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  (15.1)  is  slightly 
higher  than  last  year  (14.5)  but  is  still  lower  than  it  has  been  since  1938,  and  the  rate  of 
" natural  increase  ” of  population  is  still  lower  than  it  was  in  the  worst  quinquennial  period 
immediately  prior  to  the  War.  The  reasons  may  be  numerous  and  varied,  but  one  imagines — 
particularly  as  one  cannot  now  blame  so  much  the  lack  of  social  security — that  the  housing 
question  is  an  important  factor.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  the  birth  rate  reacts  as 
the  housing  situation  improves.  Overcrowding,  living  in  lodgings,  especially  with  " in-laws  ” 
all  react  deleteriously  on  the  health  of  children,  probably  more  so  mentally  than  physically. 
I am  frequently  nonplussed  as  to  how  to  advise  parents  in  such  circumstances,  where  obviously 
the  requisite  parental  control  can  just  not  be  exercised,  owing  to  interference  from  others  in 
the  same  dwelling  . The  consequent  nervous  irritation  and  frustration  of  the  parent — 
particularly  the  mother — -also  reacts  unfavourably  on  those  in  the  years  where  patience  is  one 
of  the  three  cardinal  virtues  necessary  to  “ sun  thee  in  the  light  of  happy  faces.”  Nearly 
every  week  at  Infant  Clinics,  I have  mothers  driven  nearly  to  distraction  by  this  outside 
interference. 

The  infant  mortality  rate,  although  somewhat  higher  than  the  last  2 y^ears,  continues  to 
give  modified  satisfaction. 

Three-quarters  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  life  (“  neo-natal 
deaths  ”).  I repeat  mv  last  year’s  observations  on  this.  ” One  mentions  this  fact  as  it  is 
now  customary  to  so  divide  infant  deaths  as  the  causes  differ  so  much.  During  the  first 
month,  death  is  usually  due  to  either  one  or  other,  or  a combination,  of  the  following  causes — 
congenital  deformities,  prematurity,  birth  injury,  asphy^xia.  Little  or  nothing  can  be  done 
to  control  congenital  deformities;  the  care  of  the  premature  child  is  much  improved,  and  so 
we  are  left  with  the  remainder  which  are  chiefly  an  obstretic  problem.  After  the  first  month 
the  child’s  environment  becomes  an  increasingly  important  factor  on  its  health,  and  here  it 
is,  of  course,  that  the  infant  welfare  services  can  operate  to  greatest  effect.” 

My  comments  on  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  are  made  in  the  appropriate  section 
of  the  Report,  but  it  mav  be  noted  that  out  of  485  cases  of  measles  none  were  ” hospitalised,” 
whereas  11  out  of  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  hospital.  There  is  no  really^  satis- 
factory reason  for  this  and  it  is  purely  a case  of  social  habit  and  prejudice,  plus  the  fact  that 
the  local  Infectious  Diseases  hospital  is  out-of-date,  having  an  insufficiency  of  individual 
isolation  wards  (cubicles)  and  a large  ward  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases  but  not  for  Measles.  In 
some  way^s  Measles  is  a more  dangerous  disease,  nowadays,  than  Scarlet  Fever. 

Housing  still  remains,  as  ymu  will  probably  expect,  the  main  Public  Health  problem  of 
the  Borough.  During  the  vear  97  new  houses  were  erected,  as  against  79  for  1950. 

This  is  not  sufficient. 

I still  maintain,  as  I did  in  the  final  analysis  of  my  Special  Housing  Report — first  made  in 
1943  and  reprinted  in  mv  annual  report  for  1946 — that  a y^early  total  of  200  new  houses  per 
annum  wall  be  necessary'. 

During  the  20  vears  ending  1939  the  approximate  number  of  houses  erected  w'as  2,000 
(an  average  of  100  a vear)  and  this  was  a long  way  short  of  the  requirements. 

Once  more  it  is  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  my  colleagues  in 
the  Public  Health  Department  (now  much  attenuated  !)  and  to  yourselves,  Mr.  Chairman, 
l.adies  and  Gentlemen,  for  vour  continued  support  and  confidence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  C GUBBINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  has  be,en  no  change  to  warrant  modihcation  of  the  full  description  of 
local  conditions  in  my  annual  report  for  1946. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1951 


Area,  in  acres 

» • • • • • 

4,292 

Population — Census,  1931  ... 

% . . ... 

30,796 

Population — Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  1951 

32,420 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (Rate  Books)  ... 

9,086 

Rateable  value  of  the  Borough  ... 

£171,608 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  ... 

... 



£678 

BIRTHS. 

Live  Births. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

245 

232 

477 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Totals  ... 

251 

238 

489 

Birth  Rat.e  ... 

15.1 

(14.5*) 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  ... 

9 

8 

17 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

8 

17 

Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ... 

34 

(31*) 

DEATHS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  cases 

264 

206 

470 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate 

14.5 

(14.1*) 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Rate  (per  1,000  live  & still  births) 

— 4.12 

Infant  Mortality. 

1 Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

12 

4 

16 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

3.3 

(25*) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

Death  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  ... 

2 (males  8,  Females  4). 

Neo-natal  mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

21 

* Figures  in  brackets  denote  those  for  1950. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  information  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 
of  the  causes  and  sex  distribution  of  deaths  of  Chorley  residents.  The  information 
does  not  include  non-civilian  deaths; — 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Males 

8 

Females 

4 

T otal 
12 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ...  

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

8 

7 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

19 

16 

35 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  

— 

4 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

39 

35 

74 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

34 

20 

54 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease 

39 

44 

83 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

Influenza 

16 

16 

32 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

3 

11 

Bronchitis 

35 

13 

48 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 



2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  

3 

7 

10 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 





. - 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

18 

17 

35 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 



3 

All  other  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  

2 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

264 

206 

470 

10 


TABLE  I. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates. 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

Smaller  Towns 
(20-50,000  Pop.) 

1947 

50 

41 

36 

1948 

33 

34 

32 

1949 

32 

32 

30 

1950 

25 

29.8 

29.4- 

1951 

33 

29.6 

27.6 

The  above  table  illustrates  the  fall  in  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  Chorley  and 
the  rest  of  the  Country. 


TABLE  II.  TABLE  III. 

Birth  Rates.  Death  Rates. 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1947 

20.1 

20.5 

1947 

13.0 

12.0 

1948 

18.2 

17.9 

1948 

10.2 

10.8 

1949 

17.2 

16.7 

1949 

13.3 

11.7 

1950 

14.5 

15.8 

1950 

14.9 

11.6 

1951 

15.1 

15.5 

1951 

14.5 

12.5 

I 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley  since  1937. 
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PART  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

' I : , II  i 

Since  the  National  Health  Services  Act  came  into  force  the  personal  health 
services  of  the  Borough  have  been  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
as  the  “ Local  Authority  ” under  the  Act.  These  services  include  the  Ante-natal 
Clinics,  Child.  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  School  Health  Services — Medical  and  Dental, 
and  the  Home  Nursing  Services. 

At. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  also  now  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Hospital  Services  which  include  all  the  local  and  near-by  hospitals,  are 
now  maintained  by  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  The  facilities  as  described  in  previous  reports 
continue  to  be  utilised,  i.e.,  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Laboratories,  and  the 
County  Analyst. 
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PART  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area. 


IG 


1.  (a) 

Source. 


Analyse*. 


Supply. 


PART  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Wafer. 

The  town  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  Water  Works  at  Rivington  (the  Choiiey  supply  coming 
from  the  hlter  beds  at  “ The  Nab  ”)  with  the  exception  of  the 
properties  on  the  Duxbury  Estate,  whose  supply  is  drawn  from  the 
Manchester  supply,  as  the  pipe  lines  to  that  city  traverse  the  area 
on  their  way  from  Thirlmere.  The  water  is  soft  (being  upland 
surface  water)  and  is  of  an  excellent  domestic  quality. 

Weekly  bacteriological  and  periodical  chemical  analyses  are 
carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  who  forward  copies  of 
their  analyses  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Since  these 
copies  were  requested  in  1041  the  results  have  proved  invariably 
satisfactory. 

A periodic  “ check  up  " of  these  reports  is  made  by  a local 
analysis. 


Water  Samples  taken;  — 


No. 


Liverpool  8 

Manchester  8 

Private  Supplies  6 

C.C.  Baths  2 

Potable — 12  samples. 


Chemical. 

s.  u/s. 

1 — 

1 — 

1 1 
1 — 


Bacteriological 
S.  U/S. 

2 

2 

3 1 

1 — 


Bath — 2 samples. 


The  water  supply  continues  to  be  chlorinated. 

Practically  all  the  houses  within  the  Borough  receive  a mains 
water  supply;  the  exceptions  being  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages. 
These  number  23  dwelling  houses  (including  7 farms). 

In  some  cases  a reasonably  good  water  is  rendered  of  doubtful 
quality  by  poor  arrangement  and  condition  of  pipes,  or  other 
extraneous  cause,  but  in  only  2 cases  is  the  supply  unsatisfactory’ 
at  the  source.  These  cases  are; 

1.  3 cottages  known  as  Temple  Fields. 

2.  4 houses  known  as  Tinklers  Barracks. 

In  the  case  of  the  cottages  at  Temple  Fields  the  supply  is 
quite  unsuitable  for  human  consumption  and  the  water  has  to  be 
boiled.  As  the  nearest  mains  supply  is  an  uneconomical  distance 
away  from  the  site  and  the  condition  of  the  cottages  themselves 
does  not  warrant  any  expenditure  on  them,  these  cottages  will  have 
to  be  “ closed  ” when  alternative  accommodation  can  be  found  for 
the  inhabitants. 

There  were  9,658  houses  on  a mains  water  supply  in  the 
Borough,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  houses  are  supplied  by 
stand-pipe. 
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Pressure. 


Consumption 
per  head. 


The  pressure  of  water  in  some  parts  of  the  town  is  not  good 
and  leads  to  consequent  neglect  of  all  those  main  cleansing  functions 
for  which  water  is  used — from  flushing  the  plosets  to  flushing  of 
yards,  etc. 

The  onus  for  this  lies  not  upon  the  Water  Authority  but  upon 
the  owners  of  property,  for  almost  invariably  the  fault  lies  in  there 
being  several  properties  receiving  water  by  branches  from  one 
“ service  ” pipe,  which  often  enough  is  in  itself  of  insufficient 
calibre  and  corroded  with  age.  There  is  ample  pressure  in  the 
mains. 

When  labour  becomes  more  available  these  unsatisfactory 
localities  will  have  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population 
is  about  24.8  gallons.  ( This  figure  includes  the  town’s  use  of  water 
for  industrial  purposes,  as  well  as  domestic). 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  outlying  farms  and  cottages  in  the  Borough  are  the  only 
parts  not  served  by  the  water  carriage  system. 

Disposal.  For  description  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Common 

Bank  see  1946  Report. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Borough  are  inspected  regularly 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Ribble  Joint  Committee. 


3.  (a)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Closet  accommodation  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows : — 

Privy  m.iddens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closets  attached  to  above  middens  ...  ...  ...  20 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Waste-water  closets  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  723 

Fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  0760 

The  privy  middens  and  pail  closets  are  located  amongst  the 
farm  and  outlying  properties  near  the  Borough  boundar .'  and  none 
exist  where  sewers  are  available.  They  are  mostly  emptied  by  the 
owners,  but  the  Corporation  undertakes  the  emptying  of  some  privy 
middens  and  pail  closets.  The  work  is  done  during  the  dajdime, 
and  the  contents  are  either  buried  in  land  or  conveyed  to  the  main 
sew'erage  works.  By  agreement  the  Chorley  Rural  District  Coun- 
cil undertakes  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  at  Birkacre. 

.'Ml  new  houses  are  fitted  with  fresh-water  closets. 


Conversions.  Privy  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  1 

Pail  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  1 

Waste-water  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  22 
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(b)  Public  Cleasing. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  and  clearance  of  snow  is  carried  out 
by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department. 

The  collection  of  house  and  tirade  refuse  is  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  disposed  of  by  removal  to 
Gallagher’s  (Offal  Works)  of  Wigan. 

The  refuse  from  over  10,850  covered  ash-bins  is  collected  in 
approved  motor  vehicles,  of  which  the  Council  now  possess  six 
— two  “ S.D.  Freighters  ’”  and  four  “ Karriers.” 

The  great  majority  of  the  bins  are  emptied  weekly  but  breaks 
occur  in  the  regularity  and  some  bins  are  emptied  only  every  two 
weeks.  In  a town  the  size  of  Chorley,  if  this  service  is  to  be  run 
w'ith  due  economy,  these  breaks  are  almost  inevitable  and  are  due 
to  such  occurences  as  national  holidays,  variations  in  the  distance 
of  “tips,”  calls  upon  the  vehicles  by  other  departments  for  emer- 
gency operations  (particularly  at  a time  when  there  is  an  over-all 
shortage  of  vehicles  and  hiring  is  difficult),  and  break-downs  in  the 
vehicles  themselves. 

During  1948  an  investigation  was  undertaken  into  the  detailed 
workings  of  the  refuse  disposal  service.  An  excellent  report  was 
produced  by  the  members  of  your  Sanitary  Staff  and  considered  by 
a Sub-Committee  convened  for  the  purpose.  The  gist  of  the  Report 
(which  was  generally  accepted  by  the  Committee)  was  that  this 
service  was  being  administered  with  reasonable  economy  and  that 
the  refuse  disposal  staff  were  as  “fully  stretched”  as  could  reason- 
ably be  expected. 

Men  employed  in  refuse  collection  are  : — 

4 teams  of  4 men  each,  on  4 waggons. 

1 team  of  2 men  on  1 waggon. 

1 man  on  1 waggon  (pig  food) 

Several  loaded  waggons  were  weighed  before  tipping,  they 
varied  from  1 ton  10  cwt.  to  2 tons  12  cwts.  The  total  amount  of 
household  rubbish  transported  to  the  tip  was  approximately  11,980 
tons. 

Mr.  Lund  makes  the  following  comments:  — 

Superannuation.  “ Six  superannuated  posts  remained  unfilled  at  the  end  of  the 

year.  One  post  was  filled,  three  men  threatened  to  leave  if  put  into 
the  scheme,” 

Baths.  '10%  of  the  ashbinmen  have  no  fixed  bath  in  their  homes  and 

the  Corporation  offers  no  free  facilities  at  their  Towns  Yard  or  at 
the  Public  Baths. 

Several  men  cannot  go  home  for  dinner  and  have  to  take  their 
food  in  an  insanitary  delapidated  building  ready  to  collapse  on 
them. 


Streets. 

House  and 
Trade  Refuse. 


Welfare. 
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Clothing. 

Ash-bins. 


Controlled 

Tipping. 


Salvage. 

Pig-food. 


Each  man  is  allowed  a warm  winter  coat,  gloves  and  goggles. 

l(),MnO  ash-bins  were  emptied  every  7 to  10  days  except  during 
the  holiday  periods.  264  bins  were  sold  at  84/6  to  87/-.  An 
Official  Order  from  the  Government  announcing  that  ash-bins  were 
not  to  be  galvanised  was  in  force  during  the  year.  This  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs  happened  during  the  late  war  and  hundreds  of 
bins  in  Chorley  were  sold  un-gal vanised. 

Their  life  was  shortened  by  some  10  years.  Some  lasted  12 
months,  some  about  six  years.  In  other  words  ungalvanised  bins 
become  very  expensive  to  maintain  and  are  sold  at  the  price  of  a 
galvanised  bin.  During  the  year  80  preliminary  notices  were 
served  on  owners  to  provide  bins.  At  year  end  62  of  these  notices 
had  not  been  complied  with. 

The  refuse,  with  the  e.xception  of  condemned  meat  and  offal 
and  those  articles  recovered  under  war-time  salvage  schemes,  is 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  The  tips  were  at  Tootell  Street 
and  Yarrow  Bridge. 

Objection  was  raised  to  the  prevailing  practice  of  mixing  the 
contents  of  certain  privy  middens  and  pail  closets  with  ashes  and 
emptying  on  the  controlled  tips.  By  resolution  of  the  Council  foul 
matter  is  in  future  to  be  collected  in  sealed  containers  and  taken 
to  the  Sewage  Works.  The  main  objection  to  the  disposal  of  this 
matter  at  a controlled  tip  is  the  personal  factor  involved  in  the 
correct  and  careful  supervision  of  this  disposal.  The  proposed 
measures  will  obviate  this  potential  danger  but,  of  course,  will  add 
to  the  cost  of  the  service. 

The  salvage  schemes  instituted  during  the  war  continue. 

The  salvage  of  pig-food  does  continue  with  little  abatement 
from  the  war  years.  The  20  receptacles  that  were  “ placed  ” in 
1041  expanded  to  over  400  in  1944  and  collections  are  now  made 
from  6.50  bins. 

In  1944  it  became  obligatory  upon  the  Corporation  to  send  all 
the  collected  pig-food  to  Wigan  to  be  cooked  (this  is  necessary  for 
the  prevention  of  pig  disease)  and  concentrated.  The  raw  food  is 
sold  to  the  Authorities  at  Wigan  and  re-purchased  by  this  Cor- 
poration as  “concentrate,”  which  is  then  sold  to  the  pig  rearer. 

The  amount  of  raw  pig-food  collected  during  1951  was  249 
tons  valued  at  about  £721.  The  amount  reclaimed  from  Wigan  as 
concentrate  for  re-sale  was  158  tons  valued  at  £1,064. 

The  respective  figures  for  1950  were  274  tons  collected  (valued 
approximately  £822)  and  178  tons  (value  approximately  £1,018). 

Nevertheless,  this  service  is  not  run  at  a profit;  the  cost  of 
transport  (including  men’s  wages)  absorbing  all  the  “returns.” 

The  retail  price  of  the  concentrate  is  7/8  per  1 cwt.  tin. 
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There  are  six  licences  issued  to  private  collectors  of  kitchen 
waste,  who  collect  approximately  150  tons  per  annum. 

A person  keeping  less  than  5 pigs,  5 breeding  rabbits  or  50 
poultry,  or  who  is  a member  of  a registered  pig  club,  may  collect 
waste  kitchen  food  without  licence. 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Drains  and  Closets. 

This  work,  which  suffered  much  during  the  war  years  from 
shortage  of  labour,  should  now  employ  three  men. 

I insert  some  paraphrased  comments  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  drainage  work. 

He  remarks  that  he  has  with  difficulty  succeeded  in  keeping 
three  men  on  part-time  drain  clearance  and  that  this  work  gets  the 
least  of  their  attention.  He  explains  that  when,  on  report,  examina- 
tion reveals  that  a fault  is  present  in  a drain  no  charge  is  made  for 
underground  works  till  the  fault  or  blockage  is  found.  From  that 
point  the  owner  of  the  property  has  to  pay  for  any  work  done. 
99%  of  the  work  done  is  achieved  by  informal  action  and  only  in 
rare  cases  is  it  necessary  to  serve  a Formal  Notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

“ Several  long  standing  drain  troubles,  causing  periodical 
stoppages  have  been  remedied.  The  drains  being  altered,  repaired 
or  renewed. 

“ When  a drain  becomes  stopped  or  emits  foul  smells  it  is 
caused  by  one  or  more  of  several  circumstances : — 

1.  Foreign  body — as  sand,  cinders,  balls,  wood. 

2.  Excess  of  matter  such  as  potato  scrapings,  fat,  etc. 

y.  Absence  of  fall,  right-angled  junctions. 

4.  Bad  drain  laying-jointing  material  oozing  through  the  joints 
and  catching  and  retaining  solids. 

5.  Negligence  of  drain  layer  or  repairer  in  leaving  space  for 
the  ingress  of  rats.” 

Mr.  Lund  complains  that  ‘‘shoddy  work”  is  not  a prerogative 
of  modern  times  and  that  ‘‘  foul  drains  have  been  connected  to 
streams,  fresh  water  sewers  and  culverts,  rather  than  the  trouble 
taken  to  dig  into  a road  or  street  to  connect  to  a foul  sewer;  drains 
jumped  up  and  fall  lost;  drains  laid  without  a destination;  drains 
laid  in  unsuitable  ground  causing  their  disappearance  for  consider- 
able lengths.” 

Some  of  the  work,  where  the  repairs  necessitate  excavation, 
is  undertaken  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  was  done 
Pure  Water  Closets  examined  and  cleaned  ... 

Waste  Water  Closets  examined  and  cleaned  . . . 

Yard  Drains  examined  and  cleaned  ... 

Pure  Water  Closets  stopped  up  and  opened  ... 

Waste  Water  Closets  stopped  up  and  opened  ... 

Yard  Drains  stopped  up  and  opened 

(d)  Lavatories  and  Urinals. 

There  are  23  public  lavatories  and  four  urinals  in  the  town, 
the  Water  Street  Urinal  having  been  demolished,  and  the  supervision 
of  these  is  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  They 
are  cleaned  and  maintained  by  a staff  of  one  male  (full-time)  and 
two  females  (one  full-time,  one  part-time).  Owing  to  the  obsolete 
character  of  many  of  these  conveniences  and  to  their  misuse  on 
several  occasions,  accentuated  by  their  general  lack  of  repair  (no 
painters  available)  and  the  depradations  of  individuals  who  break 
open  locks  and  cash  boxes,  etc.,  their  present  state  is  anything  but 
desirable. 

The  “ conveniences  ” in  Pall  Mall  were  reconstructed  during 
the  year  and  proposals  for  new  conveniences  at  Preston  Road  and 
Yarrow  Bridge  were  sanctioned  by  the  Council. 

I repeat  what  I wrote  in  1946 : — 

“ The  modernisation  of  all  these  conveniences  and  the  provision 
of  more  such  accommodation  is  urgently  necessary,  and  both  from 
the  point  of  view  of  public  health  and  the  self  respect  of  the  Council, 
this  should  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  possible. 

These  improvements  have  been  urged  annually  by  your  M.O. 
since  1934,  but  all  that  is  manifested  is  a glaring  instance  of  the 
adage  that  " procrastination  is  the  thief  of  time.”  Re-organisation 
undoubtedly  has  its  grave  difficulties,  but  it  is  imperative  that  these 
should  be  “faced”  and  a comprehensive  scheme  prepared  that  can 
be  put  into  operation  when  conditions  permit.” 

Shops  and  Offices. 

There  were  743  registered  shops  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts ; — 

Number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2434 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  14 

Many  verbal  notices  were  given  for  minor  contraventions  of 
the  Shops  Acts  and  Public  Health  Act. 

Some  comments  on  the  administration  of  these  Acts  were  made 
in  my  1946  Report. 


1193 
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1080 

1162 

320 

2072 


5.  Camping  Sites — Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Two  caravans  are  situated  within  the  Borough  and  used  for 
human  habitation  with  the  consent  of  the  Corporation, 

Under  the  Chorley  Corporation  Act  1926  (section  92-3)  no 
tent,  caravan  or  similar  structure  is  permitted  to  remain  within  the 
Borough,  nor  is  it  permitted  for  any  land  to  be  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  such,  without  the  consent  of  the  Council. 


6. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made 

No.  of  visits  to  factories  etc.  for  the  purpose 

Excessive  emissions  recorded 


]951 

70 

77 

r“ 

i 


For  full  comment  on  the  question  of  Smoke  Abatement  I refer 
the  reader  to  my  Annual  Report  for  1946. 

I append  figures  showing  the  solid  deposit  since  that  year. 
They  show  some  improvement  which  no  doubt  has  been  forwarded 
by  the  informal  liaison  between  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  mill 
and  factory  managements. 

Total  Solids  deposited  (in  tons  per  sq.  mile) 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

206 

159 

185 

173 

135 

129 

Average  deposit  per  month- 

17.2 

14.4 

16.8 

14.4 

1 1 .25 

1 1.7 

7.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Bath  was  the  only  public  “plunge” 
in  use  in  the  Borough.  For  details  of  this  establishment  see  1946 
Report. 


8.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  infested  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ....  ...  2 

No.  of  other  houses  found  infested  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  other  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  5 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  performed  by  the  use  of  Cimex  or 
spraying  with  Zaldecide  or  other  vermicide.  Bedding  and  other 
suitable  material  is  treated  by  steam  disinfection. 

The  addition  of  the  new  insecticide  “D.D.T.”  to  preparations 
used  in  this  work  has  greatly  improved  the  results  and  lessened  the 
frequency  with  which  this  work  has  to  be  done. 

This  work  can  be  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  unless 
circumstances  necessitate  the  use  of  cyanide  gas,  when  a contractor 
is  employed;  as  when  the  belongings  of  certain  people  who  are 
about  to  occupy  a Council  house  need  disinfestation. 
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9.  Schools. 

Details  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Schools  in  the 
Borough  were  included  in  the  1946  Report,  where  my  comments 
on  the  often  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conditions  still  “ hold  good.” 


10.  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

Total  No.  of  sanitary  inspections  by  Inspectors  ...  ... 

No.  of  premises  showing  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  876 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  876 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  514 

Informal  notices  complied  with  from  previous  year  ...  272 

Informal  notices  not  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  361 

Statutory  notices  served  under : — 

(a)  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  •...  ...  2 

(c)  Chorley  Corporation  Act  ...  ...  ...  39 

Statutory  notices  not  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  33 

Offensive  Trades. 


There  arc  5 premises  registered  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
trades  classified  as  “offensive,”  namely;  Tripe  dressing  4,  and  gut 
scraping  1 . 

“ These  premises  are  all  inspected  to  see  that  they  conform  to 
the  bye-laws, 

No.  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  18 


Diseases  of  Animals — Achs  and  Orders 

Swine  Fever.  There  were  4 outbreaks,  2 at  the  Piggery,  Farnworth  House 

Farm,  Duxbury,  White  Bull  Hotel  (not  confirmed),  and  2 at  Chorley 
Corporation  Abattoirs  (Traced  to  Farms). 

4 Form  A notices  served. 

4 Form  B notices  served. 

87  Licences  from  outside  sources  checked. 


Sheep  Scab 

Fowl  Pest 
1950 

Anthrax  Order 
1938 

Foot  and  Mouth 
Disease  Order 
1938 

Importation  of 
Animals  Act 


42  Licences  were  checked  allowing  movement  into  Chorley. 

No  notices  were  served  prohibiting  movement.  No  outbreaks 
in  the  town.  6 Licences  issued,  38  checked. 

No  action. 

24  Licences  issued,  26  checked. 

3 licences  were  issued  and  48  from  outside  areas  checked. 


Transit  of  Animals 
Order  1931 


This  Order  deals  with  the  Conveyance  of  animals  to  prevent 
unnecessary  suffering.  Several  minor  contraventions  were  dealt 
with  and  rectified  by  informal  action. 
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Tuberculosis  Order  Notices  of  Intended  Slaughter  received  (Form  C.)  ...  8 

1938  Copies  of  notices  requiring  owner  to  detain  animals 

received  (Form  A.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Form  A.  notices  were  served  on  Chorley  Cowkeepers  — 
Bovines  slaughtered  in  the  abattoirs  ...  ...  8 

Copies  of  notices  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  premises  re- 
ceived and  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Comments  on  this  service  are  included  in  my  1046  Report, 
but  a summary  of  the  work  done  is  given  in  the  following  table : . — 
No.  of  “3rd  party’’  treatments  ...  ...  ...  121 

No.  of  treatments  for  the  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  treatments  at  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  65 

The  poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and  Red  Squill. 
The  sewers  were  not  treated  during  the  year, 

Lethal  Chambers  for  Dogs  and  Cats. 

Two  new  lethal  chambers  were  installed  at  the  Back  Street 
yard  in  1947. 

371  cats  and  399  dogs  were  destroyed  during  the  year. 


Rag  Flock  Act. 

Three  premises  use  rag  flock.  Inspections  are  made 
periodically. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Borough,  Standish 
House  for  men  only,  and  No.  1,  King  Street  (known  as  Top  Model) 
which  accommodates  men  and  women  and  children.  These  premises 
are  frequently  inspected.  Any  notices  following  these  inspections 
are  acted  upon  at  once.  Bugs  are  annually  found  on  these  premises 
and  as  frequently  exterminated. 

Visits  paid  to  each  of  the  houses  during  the  year  ...  24 

House  let  in  lodgings. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  adopted  locally  to  enable  this  class  of 
premises  to  be  controlled. 
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PART  D. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 


2. 


3. 


1950 

1951 

(1.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

64 

97 

(2.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

] , (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Hous- 

15 

18 

ing  Acts)  ... 

987 

...  837 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

1906 

. . . 2243 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

315 

...  284 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for 

368 

333 

human  habitation 

4.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

257 

...  213 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

680 

624 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Notice. 

Officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

590 

790 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act, 
(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

1936. 

were  served  requiring  repa^irs  ... 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice. 

8 

10 

(a)  by  Owners 

1 

14 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act, 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

Nil. 

...  Nil. 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . 
(2)  No.  of  Dwelling-houses  m which  defects  were 
remedied  after  serving  of  formal  notices 

5:! 

45 

(a)  by  Owners 

34 

29 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

9 

10 

1051 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  I 1 and  18  of  the  Housing  Acts  Hl-tO. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(21  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders 

D Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  lOtlO. 

(11  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(21  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

A.  (il  No.  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(iil  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iiil  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

B.  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 

(iil  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

5.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Action  taken 

6.  Particulars  of  Housing  Schemes. 

(il  In  hand  at  end  of  the  year. 

Tootell  Street  Schemes  1,2,  8 and  4,  5-8  & 0 ...  258  houses,  97  houses 
completed. 

(iil  Contemplated  ...  Weldbank  Lane  Scheme  ...  82  houses. 

For  Special  Report  on  housing  and  estimate  of  requirements 
see  1946  Report. 

The  supply  of  houses  still  remains — as  everybody  knows — a 
matter  of  urgency  and  of  first  priority  in  the  allocation  of  materials 
and  labour.  There  is  still  a large  waiting  list,  and  I do  not  wish 
to  here  dilate  upon  some  of  the  extremely  bad  housing  conditions 
under  which  some  of  the  "waiting  ones’’  exist,  but  I would  like  to 
here  repeat  the  tribute  of  an  Official  to  those  of  his  employers  who 
voluntarily  undertake  a most  onerous  and  thankless  task  in  the 
consideration  of  the  allocation  of  houses  as  they  become  available. 
From  my  personal  observations  I can  assure  any  non-Council  person 
who  reads  this  Report  that  these  ladies  and  gentlemen  perform 
their  duties  with  scrupulous  fairness,  amazing  conscientiousness  and 
profound  sense  of  responsibility. 


5 ...  10 

5 ...  Nil. 

1 ...  1 

Nil.  Nil. 

24  ...  28 

89  ...  84 

191  ...  179 

8 ..  4 

68  . . .86 

Nil.  ..  Nil. 
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PART  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(A)  Milk  Supply. 

Since  the  1st  October,  1949  much  of  the  work  previously  under- 
taken by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  Coun- 
cil’s Inspectors’  work  is  now  confined  to  inspecting  and  reporting 
upon  the  dairies  in  the  Borough,  excluding  the  shippon  and  farm 
supervision  that  they  previously  undertook. 

Action  taken  in  the  administration  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and 
Regulations. 

1.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from:  — 

(a)  own  dairies  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  dairy  farms  in  the  district  ...  ..  ...  2 

(c)  premises  outside  the  district  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  dealers’  licences  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1951:  — 

" Tuberculin  Tested  ” Milk: 

(i)  Bottling  ...  ...  1.  (ii)  Distribution  . ...  2 

“ Accredited  ” Milk. 

(i)  Bottling  ...  ...  Nil.  (ii)  Distribution  .. . ...  Nil. 

.‘>.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  IMilk) 
Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “ Heat  Treated  ” Milk:  — 

(i)  Pasteurising  Plants  ...  2 Sterilising  Plants  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  Retail  distributors. 

(a)  Pasteurised  ...  ...  10 

(b)  Sterilised  ...  ...  42 

4.  There  were  no  refusals  or  revocations  of  licences  for  graded  milks 
during  the  year. 

5.  Certain  improvements  to  plants  were  undertaken  during  the 
year,  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
1 Plant  was  changed  from  Holder  Method  to  H.T.S.T.  Method. 


().  Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  relation  to;  — 


(a) 

Raw  Milk. 

No. 

Positive 

Negative 

(i) 

Tuberculosis-biological  tests  ... 

10 

J 

9 

(ii) 

Bacteriological  examinations  . . . 

26 

4 

22 

(iii) 

Sediment  tests 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(b) 

" Heat  treated  ” Milk. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

(i) 

Phosphated  Test  ... 

58 

5G 

2 

(ii)  Turbidity  Test  ... 

4 

4 

Nil. 

(iii) 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

58 

58 

Nil. 

(iv) 

Tuberculosis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

7.  The  sample  of  milk  showing  positive  test  for  biberculosis  was 
notified  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  the  milk  supply  was 
directed  to  a pasteurising  plant. 

Results  of  Ministry  investigations  arising  from  these  notifications:  — 

No.  of  veterinary  inspections  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  cases  of  animal  seized  (T.B.  Order  1938)  ...  1 

No.  of  animals  seized  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  sold  prior 

to  investigation  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized  ...  — 


(B)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

1 . Meat. 

Abattoirs. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough,  the  Cor- 
poration providing  a public  abattoir. 

For  details  of  accommodation  see  194b  Report. 

During  the  year  a large  concrete  cattle  pen,  complete  with 
water  troughs  has  been  installed.  Electrically  operated  winches 
and  an  electric  saw  have  been  installed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  rewhing  that  was  reported  as  having  been  commenced  in 
my  last  Report,  has  now  been  satisfactorily  completed,  with  much 
improved  lighting. 

Slaughtermen  holding  licences  during  the  year  ...  ...  25 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  meat  entering  the  abattoirs  is  examined  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  acting  under  the  bye-laws  made  in  1089,  under  section 
104  of  the  Chorley  Corporation  Act  1926. 

Every  animal  and  carcase,  including  frozen  meat  and  all  pack- 
aged and  canned  meats,  are  kept  under  close  supervision. 

The  population  of  Chorley  and  surrounding  districts  now  sup- 
plied from  the  abattoir  number  some  80,000  persons. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1024,  all  vehicles 
carrying  meat  are  inspected  and  if  necessary,  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  to  the  requirements  of  the  regulations. 

In  January,  1940,  the  Ministry  of  Food  fook  over  the  control 
of  the  abattoir  and  the  responsibility  for  the  killing  and  distribution 
of  meat,  the  Borough  Council  remaining  responsible  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  premises  and  their  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  carcases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  meat  inspection  results  for  fhe 
year : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned,  1951. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  

4465 

3328 

11,166 

3529 

A umber  Inspected 

4508 

3328 

11,166 

3569 

Ail  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  wliich  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

Percentage  of  inunber 
inspected  affected 

with  disease  other 
than  T.B. 

15 

357 

20 

20 

2810 

23 

339 

250 

62.66% 

11  .41% 

3.21% 

7.56% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

('arcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

Percentage  of  aumher 
inspected  affected 

with  Tuberculosis 

52 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

849 

Nil 

Nil 

140 

19.96% 

Nil 

Nil 

4.11% 

Abattoir 

Welfare. 


A room  is  provided  for  slaughterhouse  men.  This  is  warmed 
by  a coke  stove,  and  equipped  with  hot  water  and  electric  lighting. 


2.  Other  Foods. 

Shops,  Stables,  &c. 

On  the  1st  October,  1930  the  Corporation  became  a Foods  and 


Registration  of 
Premises. 

Drugs  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

This  enables  the  Corporation  to  exercise  a more  immediate  con- 
trol over  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  food. 

A regular  inspection  is  made  of  shops,  market  stalls  and 
vehicles,  and  other  premises  used  in  the  manufacture  or  preparation 
of  food  stuffs,  many  of  which — such  as  premises  used  in  preparing 
ice  cream,  potted  and  preserved  meats,  etc. — have  to  be  registered 
under  either  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  Chorley  Corporation 
Act  or  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Rivers  Board  and  General 
Powers  Act,  1938. 

One  such  premises  was  closed  during  the  year,  as  being  hope- 
lessly unsatisfactory. 

Hawkers. 

There  were  14  hav/kers  registered  under  these  acts. 

Potted  Meats. 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  potted  and  preserved  meat, 
rish,  etc.,  numbered  22. 

Fish  Fryers. 

There  are  36  fried  fish  shops  on  the  register.  Bye-laws  govern- 
ing these  were  made  in  1939.  All  were  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  80  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  of  which  one  is  a 
basement  bakehouse,  having  been  certified  as  suitable  under 
previous  acts  to  the  Factory  Act  of  1937. 

Many  bakehouses  are  adapted  from  dwelling-houses  and  are 
not  very  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  storage  of  foodstuffs  or  for  easy 
cleaning. 

Ice-Cream. 

In  1950  there  were  86  premises  registered  with  the  Lancashire 
County  Council,  under  the  Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers  Act 
1938.  The  number  increased  to  102  in  1951. 

Of  these  premises  5 manufacture  their  own  ice  cream  in  Chorley. 

The  number  of  wholesale  firms  from  outside  the  Borough  who 
supply  local  retailers  increased  from  6 in  1947  to  18  in  1951. 

All  the  Borough  premises  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff,  and  134  such  inspections  were  made. 

Generally  speaking,  premises  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  should  conform  to  the  same  standards  as  set  for  dairies. 
The  same  strict  attention  to  personal  cleanliness  should  be  impressed, 
as  far  as  possible,  on  those  handling  the  product.  This,  of  course, 
is  the  most  difficult  part  of  supervision  (as  it  is  in  “dairy  work’’). 
Obviously,  as  Sanitary  Inspectors  cannot  “stand  over’’  the  workers, 
any  results  obtained  must  be  by  virtue  of  education  and  persuasion. 
Sometimes  daily  inspections  for  a week  are  necessary. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  difficulty  lies  in  the  control  of  the  itinerant 
vendor  of  ice-cream — the  person  who  wears  a shining  white  overall 
to  hide  his  or  her  distinctly  unsavoury  clothes,  that  often  cover  an 
equally  unhygienic  body ! 

Just  as  the  retailing  of  milk  from  churn  to  milk-can  is  now 
condemned,  so  street  vendors  of  ice-cream  should  be  limited  to 
retailing  their  wares  in  sealed  “packs’’ — analagous  to  the  sealed 
milk-bottles, 

Action  taken  under  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regula- 
tions 1947-48. 

20  samples  taken — 16  satisfactory,  4 unsatisfactory. 

(D)  Adulteration  of  Foods. 

No  legal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  1928,  or  other  acts. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Chemical  analyses  of  foods  are  undertaken  by  the  County 
Analyst  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

The  bacteriological  analyses  of  milk  and  other  foods  is  under- 
taken at  the  laboratories  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


Milk. 

Formal  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Informal  samples  taken  .. . ...  ...  ...  — 

Unsatisfactory  samples  ...  ...  ...  o 

Other  Foods. 

Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  cases  in  which  legal  action  taken  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  visits  made  in  execution  of  above  Acts  ...  227 

Foods  found  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 


Canned  foods  other  than  meat  ...  1663  tins. 
Other  foods  ...  3,353  lbs. 

Fish  ...  unestimated  quantity. 


80 


(D)  Food  Poisoning. 


cases  of  reported  food  poisoning  were  investigated.  Most  of 
the  notifications  received  arrive  too  late  for  satisfactory 
bacteriological  investigation  to  be  undertaken.  This,  perhaps,  is 
unavoidable,  as  it  is  not  always  manifest  early  that  a case  is  a 
case  of  food  poisoning,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  many  of 
the  notifications  received  are  only  suspected  cases. 
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PART  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

A.  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (except  T.B.) 

1.  Prevalence: — 1951  and  1950. 

1950 


Disease 

1st 

Qr. 

2nd 

Qr. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Qr. 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles 

21 

1 

3 

18 

43 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

7 

7 

6 

31 

30 

Nil 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough... 

51 

27 

15 

12 

105 

5 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

16 

9 

1 

7 

33 

7 

11  (6  in  Hos.) 

Erisypelas  

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

3 

Nil 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  ...  

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

13 

2 

1 

17 

4 

1 

1951 


Measles  

146 

326 

11 

2 

485 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

2 

2 

4 

14 

11 

Nil 

Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

7 

26 

31 

67 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

69 

3 

3 

2 

77 

7 

11 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

3 

Nil 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a resurgence  of  Measles  during 
the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year,  there  being  a total  of  485  cases. 
The  sudden  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  during  the  summer  (326 
cases  in  the  2nd  quarter;  11  in  the  3rd  quarter)  is  quite  remarkable. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  further  declined — 14  cases  only,  compared 
with  ill  in  1950  and  168  in  1949. 

The  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  has  been  much  the  same 
again  most  cases  occurring  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Pneumonia  (77  as  against  56  last  year),  but  fortunately  there  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  which  means  that  the 
case  mortality  is  considerably  lower 

There  was  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified,  this  being  a 
new  low  record  for  the  Borough. 
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6.  Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

0—  

1—  

2—  

5—  

10—  

15—  

20—  

25—  

35—  

45—  

55—  

65—  

75  and  upwards 

Age  unknown 

1 

4 

1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 11  1 1 ^ 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 -m1  1 1 1 1 1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

11111111111111 

11111111111111 

17 

5 

4 

5 

7 

5 

J 

Totals 

22 

9 

12 

Nil 

1949  Totals:— 

42 

17 

11 

1 

1950  Totals: 

15 

6 

1 

2 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  ; 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  ..  ...  ..  123 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  110 


Although  nothing  like  as  great  as  the  numbers  for  1949  and 
194S  there  is,  nevertheless,  quite  a considerable  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  new  cases  of  T.B.,  compared  with  last  year.  I regret  to 
report  an  extremely  large  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths — 12 
compared  with  1 in  the  previous  year. 
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